City of Harrisonburg, Virginia

Office of the Mayor
345 South Main Street Rodney L. Eagle
Post Office Box 20031 Mayor

Harrisonburg, VA 22802
{540) 432-7701 / FAX (540) 432-7778

A Resolution for Drinking Water Resource Management
for the George Washington Forest Management Plan

WHEREAS, the U.S. Forest Service is in the process of revising its 1993 f.and and Resource
Management Plan for the George Washington National Forest; and

WHEREAS, the U.S. Forest Service's agency-wide strategic plan seeks to achieve six goals,
including "Improve watershed condition”; and

WHEREAS, the provision of clean, safe drinking water is one of the primary benefits that the
George Washington National Forest provides to the communities that surround it; and

WHEREAS, approximately 44 percent of the land in the George Washington National Forest
lies within watersheds that provide public drinking water to more than 260,000 Virginia resi-
dents in 22 adjacent communities, by means of reservoirs and surface waters; and

WHEREAS, drinking water sources within the George Washingion National Forest serve an
estimated 52,635 residents in the City of Harrisonburg and Rockingham County; and

WHEREAS, the watersheds of the five reservoirs in the George Washington National Forest
include the Switzer Lake Reservoir, which serves the City of Harrisonburg and some Rock-
ingham County residents; and

WHEREAS, the greatest threats to water quality within the George Washington National For-
est are ground disturbing activities, such as timber harvesting and road construction, which
result in erosion and sedimentation; and

WHEREAS, under the 1993 George Washington National Forest Management Plan most of
the land in drinking water reservoirs watersheds (72 percent) is managed without ground dis-
turbing activities and the U.S. Forest Service reports that water quality in the reservoir water-
sheds is substantially better than in surface watersheds in other parts of the George Wash-
ington National Forest; and

WHEREAS, the 1993 George Washington National Forest Management Plan permits ground
disturbing activities on most of the land (64 percent) in surface watersheds that provide drink-
ing water through river intakes.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Councit of Harrisonburg, Virginia does
hereby support the following revisions to the George Washington National Forest Manage-
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ment Pian to ensure the quality and quantity of drinking water sources within the forest boun-
daries:

1. The U.S. Forest Service shall formally identify all the drinking watersheds serving reser-
voir and surface water resources within the George Washington National Forest.

2. The U.S. Forest Service shall establish management objectives that encompass the
health of the entire drinking watershed, in order to ensure that conditions within the wa-
tershed will maintain, protect and enhance drinking water quality.

3. The U.S. Forest Service shall gather more information to describe and assess watershed
conditions; develop a plan to systematicaily monitor water resource programs and obtain all
data pertinent to water quality and watershed conditions, in cooperation with other agencies,
organizations, local communities and volunteers.

4. The U.S. Forest Service shall seek to communicate more effectively with the localities that
obtain drinking water from sources within the George Washington National Forest in order to

ensure that the drinking watersheds are managed effectively, appropriately and for the public
good.

5. The U.S. Forest Service shall work with local communities, agencies and the larger public
to establish policies and develop management plans for the drinking watersheds to perma-
nently maintain, protect and enhance drinking water quality.

ADOPTED THIS 25th DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2008.

%A//

eyL Eagle, Mayor

ATTEST: | AoCuass 4L P O honc_
Yvom@ H. Ryan, MMC, éity Clerk
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