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Coalition Filings Could Halt Fracked Gas Pipeline Construction 
Advocates for Clean Air and Water Seek Stay on Atlantic Coast Pipeline Pending Court 

Decision 
 
RICHMOND, VA -- Today, a coalition of environmental advocates filed two requests to stop 
construction of the controversial fracked gas Atlantic Coast Pipeline (ACP) in the US Court of 
Appeals for the 4th Circuit. The first is a motion to stay construction pending the court’s decision 
on the merits in an existing case for which the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
has challenged the court’s jurisdiction. The second is a petition for relief under the All Writs Act, 
asking the court to halt construction pursuant to the FERC Certificate pending FERC’s 
resolution of the coalition’s request for rehearing, which FERC contends is still pending despite 
the fact that the agency is allowing construction of the ACP to proceed pursuant to the 
challenged Certificate. The second is filed in the alternative to the first and asks that the court 
act on it only if it agrees with FERC that the court does not have jurisdiction over the petition for 
review.  
 
These filings challenge FERC's failure to demonstrate that the pipeline is actually needed by the 
public. The groups contend that the overwhelming evidence shows the true purpose of the ACP 
is to provide profits for the shareholders of the pipeline's financial backers, Duke and Dominion, 
at the expense of those utilities' ratepayers. The effect of the filings would be a halt to the 
construction of the ACP until the court considers the coalition’s existing challenges to the FERC 
certificate that authorizes construction. FERC and ACP have ten days to respond. 
 
Attorneys with Appalachian Mountain Advocates filed the litigation on behalf of the Sierra Club, 
Appalachian Voices, the Chesapeake Climate Action Network, and Wild Virginia. 
 

David Sligh, Conservation Director, Wild Virginia: 
 
“For FERC to allow damage to the environment and assaults on our communities without all 
approvals in place and legal questions settled is irresponsible and is an assault on the way our 
government is supposed to work. We’ve seen where people and natural resources in 
Pennsylvania were harmed by premature construction activities for the Constitution Pipeline, a 
project that will likely never be built. FERC should be ashamed of that case and it should never 
be repeated.” 
 

Sierra Club Beyond Dirty Fuels Campaign Director Kelly Martin released the following 
statement: 

 



"The fracked gas Atlantic Coast Pipeline is dirty, dangerous and unnecessary and not a single 
foot of it should be built until the families and the communities that would be threatened by this 
project have their day in court.” 
 

Anne Havemann, General Counsel for the Chesapeake Climate Action Network:  
 
“We know the Atlantic Coast Pipeline would scar pristine mountains, damage water quality, and 
dramatically increase greenhouse gas emissions that contribute to climate change. Yet FERC is 
trying to force it through without even allowing opponents their day in court. This is 
undemocratic and un-American and can't be allowed.” 
 

Peter Anderson, Virginia Program Manager for Appalachian Voices: 
 
“The system has been rigged for years against citizens who want to challenge these interstate 
natural gas pipelines, which pose long-term threats to communities. FERC can essentially put 
legal challenges on ice while letting construction proceed, so by the time citizens have their day 
in court, a pipeline may be in full operation. It’s absurd, and utterly unfair. We will continue to 
fight to protect these communities.”  

### 
 
About Wild Virginia 
Wild Virginia works to preserve and support the complexity, diversity, and stability of natural 
ecosystems by enhancing connectivity, water quality and climate in the forests, mountains, and 
waters of Virginia through education and advocacy. 
 
About the Sierra Club 
The Sierra Club is America’s largest and most influential grassroots environmental organization, 
with more than 3 million members and supporters. In addition to helping people from all 
backgrounds explore nature and our outdoor heritage, the Sierra Club works to promote clean 
energy, safeguard the health of our communities, protect wildlife, and preserve our remaining 
wild places through grassroots activism, public education, lobbying, and legal action. For more 
information, visit www.sierraclub.org. 
 
About Appalachian Mountain Advocates 
Appalachian Mountain Advocates (Appalmad) is a non-profit law and policy center dedicated to 
fighting for clean water and a clean energy future. Appalmad has a long history of winning 
precedent-setting court cases. The organization represents scores of landowners and 
grassroots organizations challenging four unnecessary interstate pipelines in Virginia, West 
Virginia, and Pennsylvania. Appalmad has worked for nearly 20 years to ensure the fossil fuel 
industry cannot continue to dump its costs of doing business onto the public. For more 
information, visit www.appalmad.org. 
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