Date

The Honorable (NAME)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Virginia-(District Number) 
Washington, DC 20515
(Address)

Dear Congressman (NAME),

As you may know, the oil and gas industry is exempt from key provisions of seven major federal environmental laws, allowing practices that would otherwise be illegal.  This puts Virginia’s clean air and drinking water resources at risk from the hazards of oil and gas extraction and especially the dangerous process of hydrofracking.  These industries have been shielded from national requirements for public involvement, regulation, reporting the use of toxic chemicals and from liability connected with spills, releases and related health effects.

Three bills currently in congress would plug these dangerous loopholes:

The FRAC Act, (The Fracturing Responsibility and Awareness of Chemicals Act) HR 1084 would
· Require the gas industry to publicly tell us what chemicals they use in fracking
· Make fracking regulated by the Safe Drinking Water Act like almost all other processes that put dangerous chemicals into or near our groundwater, and
· Allow doctors to find out about fracking chemicals in case of an emergency.

The FRESHER Act, (The Focused Reduction of Effluence and Stormwater runoff through Hydrofracking Environmental Regulation Act) HR 1175 would;
· Restore Clean Water Act permitting and regulation of hydrofracking operations, and
· Require a federal study of stormwater impacts in areas that might be contaminated by stormwater runoff pollution. 

The BREATHE Act (The Bringing Reductions to Energy’s Airborne Toxic Health Effects Act) HR 1154 would:
· Restore National Emissions Standards and Clean Air Act permitting and regulation of hydrofracking operations.
· Reduce levels of hydrogen sulfide, methane, ground level ozone and volatile organic compounds known to cause harm to human health.

I request that you give your full and active support to these important bills and that you further insure the quality of the precious water and air resources of Virginia by supporting a ban of horizontal drilling in the George Washington National Forest as is currently proposed in its Draft Management Plan.

Sincerely,



